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This book is the first attempt to understand Boko Haram in a comprehensive and consistent way. It

examines the early history of the sect and its transformation into a radical armed group. It analyses

the causes of the uprising against the Nigerian state and evaluates the consequences of the

on-going conflict from a religious, social and political point of view. The book gives priority to authors

conducting fieldwork in Nigeria and tackles the following issues: the extent to which Boko Haram

can be considered the product of deprivation and marginalisation; the relationship of the sect with

almajirai, Islamic schools, Sufi brotherhoods, Izala, and Christian churches; the role of security

forces and political parties in the radicalisation of the sect; the competing discourses in international

and domestic media coverage of the crisis; and the consequences of the militarisation of the conflict

for the Nigerian government and the civilian population, Christian and Muslim. About the Editor:

Marc-Antoine PÃ©rouse de Montclos is a Doctor in Political Science and a Professor at the French

Institute of Geopolitics in the University of Paris 8. A specialist on armed conflicts in Africa south of

the Sahara, he graduated from the Institut d'Ã©tudes politiques de Paris (IEP), where he teaches,

and is a researcher at the Institut de recherche pour le dÃ©veloppement (IRD). He lived for several

years in Nigeria, South Africa and Kenya. He has published some eighty articles and books,

including Le Nigeria (1994), Violence et sÃ©curitÃ© urbaines (1997), L'aide humanitaire, aide Ã  la

guerre? (2001), Villes et violences en Afrique subsaharienne (2002), Diaspora et terrorisme (2003),

Guerres d'aujourd'hui (2007), Etats faibles et sÃ©curitÃ© privÃ©e en Afrique noire (2008), Les

humanitaires dans la guerre (2013), and La tragÃ©die malienne (2013). Reviews For scholars,

government officials, journalists, and civic actors, this book expands our understanding of this

enigmatic jihadist movement, its genesis, evolution, and political implications. In light of the global

significance of militant Islam, the book is indispensable for students of Nigeria, Africa, Muslim

societies, and armed conflicts.-Richard Joseph, John Evans Professor of International History and

Politics, Northwestern University This collection of essays on Boko Haram is much the best yet-well

informed, coolly competent. With the insurgency still evolving, we really need this guide to its early

days.-Murray Last, Emeritus Professor of Anthropology, University College of London This valuable

collection assembles notable experts who analyze the messages and behavior of Boko Haram. The

collection also provides nuanced treatments of actors involved in the conflict, including the Nigerian

state and Nigerian Christians.-Alex Thurston, Visiting Assistant Professor, African Studies Program,

Georgetown University
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